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Abstract

The problem of migration, which affects the international conjuncture and has been 
mentioned frequently in the literature over the recent years. Migration has become 
a major security problem not only for the receiving country but also for the sending 
countries. While the states acted with the classical sense of security with the 1648 
Westphalia system, there were especially critical approaches that wanted to change 
this perception. Aberystwyth School, one of the critical theories, also argues that this 
perception should be changed. According to this school, instead of a rigid border and 
military security, the changing and deepening security problems should also be ad-
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dressed. The immigration problem, which became more prominent in the internation-
al conjuncture, especially after the Syrian civil war, proves critical security theories. In 
this article, we tried to explain security problems posed by the immigrant problem in 
Europe on the Polish example following the Russia-Ukraine crisis.Thus, by referring 
to the Aberystwyth School principles on Ukrainian immigrants, a diversified security 
perspective was provided.

Keywords: Poland, security, immigration, Ukraine crisis, Aberystwyth school

Introduction

The current migration crisis remains one of the most important pending issues 
of the international community, especially the irregular migration phenomenon, and 
results in spreading conjectures and speculations. Human migration has influenced 
history since the beginning of civilisation (Ticu, 2021, p. 338). Migration also, directly 
and indirectly, affected the security of states and people in this historical scene. 
The concept of security was widely used in the international migration literature with 
the increase in international mass migrations and human mobility which has turned 
into a security problem (Simsek & Icduydu, 2017, p. 9). The concept of security has 
evolved historically due to many variables. It is controversial in many ways because 
of the dominant relationship of the concept of security with military threats and 
the perception of state-centred security (Peoples & Vaughan-Williams, 2021, p. 2). 
Some theorists have concluded that security is “essentially a controversial concept” 
(Peoples & Vaughan-Williams, 2021, p. 3). While there is no clear consensus on how 
to define security, it becomes even more complicated when combined with immigra-
tion. Many factors contribute to the problem of international migration, including 
political impotence, wars, terrorist incidents, violations of human rights, disasters, an 
increase in the unemployment rate, economic inadequacies, and access to better living 
conditions (Sen & Şimşek Keskin, 2019, p. 186). In international migration studies, 
the concept of “security” generally encompassed the protection of state sovereignty 
and national security (Simsek & Icduydu, 2017, p. 8). 

According to Walt, the essence of international security is power competition be-
tween states, understood in terms of coercive ability (military power). In this view, 
security is considered narrowly in terms of state survival. The state is taken as the pri-
mary “reference object” to be secured and it focuses heavily on military power, which 
is fundamental (Walt, 1991, p. 212). Modern security theorists, such as Kenneth Waltz 
and John Mearsheimer also defended the traditional security concept. However, this 
perception has changed over time, especially within the framework of the develop-
ments after the Cold War. Thus, over time, the traditional perception of security has 
diversified and met with many different concepts. Although traditional security was 
dominant for most of the 20th century, critical security studies also emerged in this 
period (Peoples & Vaughan-Williams, 2021, p. 5). 

According to David Baldwin, the understanding of security produced by the Cold 
War started to change and is superior to all other dimensions of military security 
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(Baldwin, 1997, p. 9). He argues, however, that security becomes an issue when mili-
tary strength is problematic. Otherwise, it is accepted as a domestic policy issue. How-
ever, once the Cold War was over, security was no longer primarily a military issue as it 
used to be. He argues that many different concepts were involved in security in the 
post-Cold War period, including environmental security, identity security, and social 
security (Ticu, 2021, p. 397). 

The relationship between the concept of “security” and the phenomenon of “mi-
gration” was heavily debated toward the end of the 1980s. At the same time, there was 
an academic discussion about how to study modernisation and security problems in so-
ciety. This debate was oriented toward three main axes.

Firstly, the discussion revolved around national security issues and broadening 
of security studies. Thus, the perception of researchers and theorists was expanded. 
Security studies evaluated the threats and dangers of migration studies within the scope 
of national security. The real question was whether security studies should be limited 
to military threats and the battlefield alone, or whether their scope should be broad-
ened to include non-military, environmental, economic, identity, and migration issues 
(Ticu, 2021, p. 388). 

The second discussion was the deepening of reference issues (about what needs 
to be secured). This means that “security studies should mainly use state-centred 
themes that focus on the security of states and their citizens” (Ticu, 2021, p. 389). 
The discussion includes a wide range of topics, such as the safety of individuals, com-
munities, or humanity as a whole (Ticu, 2021, p. 389). 

Lastly, epistemological and ontological axes were drawn about how security should 
be perceived and what its nature was (Ticu, 2021, p. 390). Thus, critical security gained 
importance. The concept of national security as a social construct emerged as a differ-
ent perspective at Aberystwyth School.

Critical security approaches have had a significant impact on security studies since 
the 1990s. One of the most important topics in literature is the relationship between 
migration and security. The purpose of this study is to discuss the Aberystwyth School’s 
contributions to understanding the migration-security relationship, which is one of its 
approaches in critical security studies. These contributions provide a useful frame-
work for understanding the immigration/immigrant problem faced by Poland and 
the countries of the region. In the study, we also examined why the Aberystwyth School 
should be preferred, unlike the theoretical and empirical contributions of the Copen-
hagen and Paris Schools, which are more discussed in the literature in the context 
of migration-security connection compared to the Aberystwyth School. The relation-
ship of migration with security will be included in the analysis within the framework 
of the security relationship of Ukrainian immigrants to Poland according to the Aber-
ystwyth School. The aim of the study is to discuss how the framework proposed by 
the Aberystwyth School in the context of the migration-security relationship, can 
contribute to understanding this relationship. 

The objective of the study is to examine the connection between migration and 
security within the scope of critical security studies and to reveal the rapidly increasing 
number of international immigrants in the world in recent years as a result of develop-
ments such as civil wars, economic crises, and natural disasters. (Kucuk, 2021, p. 6).  
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It should also be noted that a fully detailed analysis of the relationship between migra-
tion and security is difficult to find in traditional studies that refer to these issues (Ticu, 
2021, p. 390). Migration has become an important matter in all these critical security 
discussions. Again, human mobility caused by the Syrian Civil War and the war 
in Ukraine is important in maintaining this connection. For all these reasons, a litera-
ture review will be conducted and the migration and immigrant problem will be ana-
lysed within the scope of critical security studies. In the method of the study, a litera-
ture review was conducted. Moreover, current surveys (Made Survey in Turkey and 
European states) and developments were taken into account.

Since critical security studies include very extensive literature, this article will focus 
only on the Aberystwyth School. This article consists of five parts. In the first part, 
the refugee crisis in Poland following the Ukraine-Russia war is discussed. In the sec-
ond part, the contribution of Aberystwyth School to critical security is discussed with 
real examples on the security context in Poland. In the third section, the social prob-
lems faced by immigrants are discussed. In the fourth chapter, the immigrant crisis 
in Poland is critically discussed within the framework of Aberystwyth School and hu-
man security. In the fifth and last chapter, the contribution of the Aberystwyth School 
to critical security along with the developments after the Russia-Ukraine war is dis-
cussed with its results.

Refugee crisis in Poland after Ukraine-Russia tension

The foundations of the Aberystwyth School were laid by the writings of Ken Booth 
and Richard Wyn Jones, two important academics working in the field of security 
at Aberystwyth University (Bılgın, 2008, pp. 89–102). The Aberystwyth School devel-
oped a theory in which Booth and Jones stood out, challenging the definition of secu-
rity as a purely military force (Lykoyannis, 2015, p. 9). Critical Theory brought an im-
portant break from the traditional understanding of security by connecting the concept 
of security to emancipation (Kolasi, 2013, p. 123). 

Marxism is at the heart of the Aberystwyth School. The forefathers of this ap-
proach, Booth and Jones, were heavily influenced by Gramsci’s critical theory and 
the Frankfurt School. This school sees security as a “derivative concept”. Robert  
W. Cox and Timothy Sinclair recognised the “institutions”, social and power relations 
of their approach, but questioned them; they were interested in their origins and form 
(Eraliev, 2018, p. 23). The Copenhagen, Aberystwyth and Paris Schools have a great 
role in the development of new approaches to security and the transformation of the 
definition of security (Mandaci et al., 2013, p. 107). 

Unlike the Copenhagen and Paris schools, this school has a specific definition 
of security. The Aberystwyth School enlarged the framework of this notion of security 
at this point by rejecting the traditional understanding of security, which sees the state 
as the natural protector of its citizens in the context of the migration-security relation-
ship (Eraliev, 2018, p. 24). According to Booth, “security” means the absence of threat 
(Booth, 1991, p. 319). Emancipation is the freedom from physical and human con-
straints that prevent people from doing what they want. War and the threat of military 
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conflict; poverty, poor education, political oppression, etc. is one of these restrictions. 
Liberation and security are two sides of the same coin. Liberation provides real secu-
rity, not power or order. By advancing emancipation, this school maintains a “critical” 
expansion of reflection and adds new concepts to the definition of security to include 
other non-state security issues such as poverty, environment, and identity (Eraliev, 
2018, p. 23).

The association of security with the concept of emancipation by the Aberystwyth 
School represents the transition from the classical to the new security understanding. 
(Sandıklı & Emeklier, 2012, p. 58). Liberation, in theory, is “security” (Booth, 1991, 
p. 319). “Emancipation” is accepted by this school as the aim of critical security stud-
ies. For Booth, emancipation means securing people against the pressures that prevent 
people from doing what they would normally choose to do, while not restricting 
the freedoms of others.

Booth broadened and deepened the definition of security both locally and globally 
by making a new security coding with the axis of freedom (Sandıklı & Emeklier, 2012, 
p. 56). According to the school, security can lead to emancipation by bringing to light 
“human rights violations, oppression of minorities, the powerlessness of the poor, vio-
lence against women” (Kucuk, 2021, p. 14). Thus, Aberystwyth School, in a sense, 
turned towards social transformation by discovering and enlightening the emancipa-
tion of people with the critical dimension of security (Eraliev, 2018, p. 23).

The Aberystwyth School criticises the securitisation theory as its level of analysis 
focuses on the security of the state and society as well as of the individual. They rein-
terpreted security as a concept that “frees life from the constraints that determine life 
and enables the exploration of different life possibilities” (Booth, 2005, p. 58). For 
example, all kinds of threats such as war, hunger, poverty, famine, natural disasters, 
and environmental pollution restrain people (Booth, 2005, p. 58). Beyond military 
threats, many issues such as economic, political, and social problems, environmental 
pollution, destruction of natural resources, socioeconomic inequality, ethnic conflicts, 
epidemics, gender, and international smuggling are included in the security agenda 
(Simsek & Icduydu, 2017, p. 71). With the broadening of the meaning of security, oth-
er sectors outside the military field began to be addressed, as well as who can provide 
security and to whom. It has been possible to give answers to questions beyond 
the state. According to the Aberystwyth School, ontologically the reference object 
of security is individuals. According to Booth, it is problematic and confusing to take 
the state as a central reference object in security studies (Booth, 1991, p. 320). In this 
sense, while different actors such as states, NGOs, and individuals can provide securi-
ty, the main actors who need to be protected are individuals (Kucuk, 2021, p. 15). 
Reducing security to the individual in critical security studies does not mean that state 
security is pushed to the background. Thus, the Aberystwyth School advocates for 
broadening the scope and definition of security. 

According to the Aberystwyth School, although security was traditionally related 
to the state and its concerns, it will not always remain so. First of all, individuals are 
considered the reference objects of security and attention is drawn to the fact that 
different actors are active in the field of security. This school also opens up new areas 
for us to think about how we can go beyond the insecurities experienced in the field 
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of migration by “politicizing security” (Booth, 2007, p. 112). It especially contributes 
to understanding the security problems caused by Ukrainian refugees in the region 
and the surrounding countries. The fact that Ukrainians and Syrians who were forcibly 
displaced as a result of wars constitute the largest refugee group in the world is a phe-
nomenon that needs to be examined.

Aberystwyth School theorists contradict the conceptualisation of security, choosing 
to define the meaning of the term “security” instead as a scientifically tested objective 
concept “against the real world” (Ticu, 2021, p. 391). This school should be preferred, 
as it deals with ordinary things in everyday life, people and the state-based security 
system. In parallel, Booth tried to challenge conceptualisations about the realism 
of the world by arguing that “critical approaches to international relations and inter-
national strategic studies” (Ticu, 2021, p. 392), not by rejecting the idea of realism, but 
by gaining access to a more sophisticated level. Thus, he tried to be realistic. For him, 
security means liberation. Security and community are two important values in con-
temporary society, which have emerged as guiding principles that contribute to the 
growth of a human rights system that characterises a global culture and can support 
what might be termed “emancipation politics” (Ticu, 2021, p. 392). For the Aberyst-
wyth School, emancipation is a continuous process rather than an endpoint (Kolasi, 
2013, p. 146). The School contributed to broadening its understanding of security 
in order to address the variety of insecurities that it faces (Bilgin, 2010, p. 84). 

For the Aberystwyth School, the security of one comes at the expense of the other, 
and the concept of security has always held conservative connotations. Therefore, 
the School does not support the unlimited or unconscious expansion of the safety 
agenda (Eraliev, 2018). It reveals the politics of “whose security” in the immigra-
tion-security debate, pointing to “the security of immigrants and citizens in host com-
munities”. At this stage security for both Ukrainian immigrants and host Poles will 
analysed according to the Aberystwyth School’s theory. 

Aberystwyth School and the example of Poland

The issue of migration, which is accepted as one of the main issues in today’s inter-
national relations, cannot be understood separately from the current global order, 
economic inequalities, wars or ecological problems caused by globalisation. In the 
21st-century global system, the concepts of security and threat are also transformed 
(Mis, 2011, p. 26). While the causes of migration point to global dynamics, the solution 
to the problems of individuals experiencing migration-related insecurity is the respon-
sibility of all people, especially those who have access to resources. So, according 
to the Aberystwyth School, people who have been in tough circumstances due to the 
dynamics in world politics need to be “liberated”. To achieve this, it is important to ac-
cept these individuals as the main reference object of security; because these individ-
uals are shown as “threats” when establishing this connection (Kucuk, 2021, p. 16). It 
is undeniable that this representation has spawned many exclusionary and discrimina-
tory discourses and practices against immigrants and refugees. One of the reasons for 
the death of 3-year-old Alan Kurdi, who was trying to reach Europe by escaping 
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the war in Syria with his family, on the seashore is “the desire of European states to use 
stricter border and asylum regimes to limit the flow of migrants and refugees” (Kucuk, 
2021, p. 17). At this point, in the context of humanitarian security, the transition 
of Ukrainian individuals fleeing the war to the European Union via Poland and 
the problems faced by refugees in the meantime are in the scope of this new under-
standing of security. In addition to all these, the fact that many countries in the EU see 
Poland as a buffer also creates different security problems.

Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, 2022, prompting the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Asylum (UNHRC) to proclaim a Level 3 state of emergency (the 
highest level) (Cénat et al., 2022, p. 1). Poland forms the longest part of the EU’s ex-
ternal border and it is of great geopolitical importance (Perkowska, 2020) as it borders 
with three non-EU states and acts as a kind of EU border security. Poland is involved 
in very important geopolitics, especially in the Ukraine issue. It is possible to describe 
Poland as the European Union’s gateway to the East. The vast majority of immigrants 
fleeing the Ukraine-Russia war entered the European Union via Poland. The length 
of the Polish border with states outside the European Union is 1,580.77 km, while 
the length of the border with Ukraine is 535.18 km (Perkowska, 2020, p. 3). With this 
crisis, its importance for the EU has emerged once again.

Russia’s war on Ukraine in February 2022 led to the greatest refugee exodus in Eu-
rope since WWII, with UNHCR estimating 6.3 million refugees (2022). Approximate-
ly, 3.5 million war refugees crossed the Polish border in the first two months, with 
more than 95% of them being Ukrainian residents (Duszczyk & Kaczmarczyk, 2022, 
p. 166). While the population of Ukraine was around 44 million before the Russian 
war, it is now estimated that 17.7 million people need protection and humanitarian 
assistance. It is also assessed that 6.6 million people were displaced within the country 
in this attack (OCHA, 2022).

According to the information given by the Polish authorities, as of May 15, 2022, 
the number of registered persons with a PESEL2 number rose to 1.1 million with a very 
special demographic structure (Duszczyk & Kaczmarczyk, 2022, p. 167). The biggest 
task in this humanitarian crisis is left to the Polish people and the state. The main rea-
sons influencing irregular migration through Poland include EU membership, Schen-
gen state status, and the recent economic growth of the country (Perkowska, 2020, 
p. 3). The immigrants passing through the Polish border created a very intense wave 
of migration in the first days of the war. Their main motivation was to escape the direct 
threat to their lives, and as their destinations, they selected the EU Member States 
with better life conditions. If we look at the history of Ukraine, it is known that there 
were four waves of intense migrations: (1) The first wave with ca. 1.5 million immi-
grants between 1880–1914; (ii) The second wave, between 200 and 300 thousand in the 
years 1914–1939; (iii) The third wave, between the end of 1939– and 1950s with over 
300 thousand people; (iv) The fourth wave between 2012 and 2016 with 14.5 thousand 
people. This fourth wave is estimated to have resulted from worsening socioeconomic 
conditions as well as political problems at the end of 2013 (Bilan, 2017, p. 74). Ukrain-

2 The Pesel number is the code required for residence in Poland. It can be thought of as 
a nationality number.
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ian immigrants moved to many European states, especially border countries. According 
to the Ukrainian state statistics, 56.2% of the labour migrants were in Poland in 2008 and 
the effect of this rate on the labour market was negative (Bilan, 2017, p. 70).

In addition, although the influx of immigrants in 2008 was smaller compared 
to other immigration waves, it is known that the largest part of undocumented immi-
grants came to Poland. Similar information from the Polish state supports these find-
ings. According to Polish officials, between the beginning of 2014 and February 18, 
2015, 2,318 Ukrainian residents applied to the Polish government for asylum and 
sought refugee status (Bilan, 2017, p. 81). Since 2015, the number of Ukrainian refu-
gees in Poland has been over 20 thousand, which is huge for the growing and develop-
ing Polish state (Bilan, 2017, p. 82). In 2015, the number of asylum-seekers from 
Ukraine who entered the EU surpassed 22,000 people. This figure is 33% higher than 
in 2013. The countries with the highest number of asylum-seekers in this fourth wave 
are Italy, Germany, Spain, and Poland (Bilan, 2017, p. 81). 

The Polish state was greatly concerned about the influx of immigrants on its bor-
ders. This concern is reflected in the statements made by the official authorities and 
the policies they put into practice. As of November 2021, when the migrant crisis start-
ed to emerge as a serious problem, concerns increased rapidly in Poland. Indeed, 
words made by Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki against Russian President 
Vladimir Putin can be interpreted as proof of this (Hatap & Yeltin, 2022, p. 109). 

While there are security problems for the receiving states and local people, there 
are some for immigrants as well. These include unemployment and economic-based 
marginalisation in the regions they go to, associating immigrants generally with crime, 
malnutrition and lack of access to healthcare among others. In terms of the receiving 
state, some problems such as the perception of insecurity and an increase in economic 
burden emerged. New security problems emerged in real life as it is claimed by Aberys-
twyth School. Again, the idea of providing security for both the state and the individu-
al gave good ground for the theory with the developments.

For the purpose of this study, we will call another and the largest number of immi-
grants the fifth wave, which took place in 2022. It is estimated to be 6.6 million people. 
This figure is the largest of the mass migrations in Europe in the post-WWII period 
(OCHA, 2022). Since the beginning of the Russian occupation, 5.3 million Ukrainians 
have entered the EU (FRONTEX, 2022). 

The immigration systems of European countries were not ready for this fifth wave. 
They have not yet recovered from the problems caused by the migration wave of im-
migrants who fled the Syrian civil war and wanted to enter the European Union 
through Turkey. What is more, the intense influx of immigrants deeply affected the im-
migration policies of the already existing European states. As the migration move-
ments became widespread in the post-WWII period, the foreign population and labour 
force rose dramatically (Bilan, 2017, p. 109). According to a study conducted in 2022, 
6.9 million individuals evacuated Ukraine, with 2.2 million registering in European 
countries, including 1.3 million in Poland, 971,000 in Germany, 413,000 in the Czech 
Republic, 160,000 in Italy, 145,000 in Turkey, and 133,000 people in Spain (UN Home 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2022). In our study, we focus on 
Poland, which was exposed to the flow of immigrants about seven years ago and is 
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home to 1.3 million people in the immigration flow, which we call the fifth wave. While 
it has become a great burden for the developing economy even in the number of im-
migrants in 2015, the economic burden that fell on the Polish due to the influx of  
1.3 million people will be better understood in light of the economic data that will 
emerge in the coming years.

According to the current figures, there are 7,678,757 Ukrainian immigrants across 
Europe. The number of Ukrainian refugees under temporary protection in Poland is 
1,436,558 (Operational Data Portal, n.d.). This figure constitutes a very serious burden 
for the developing Polish state. Judging by the official data of the Polish government, 
from January 2021 to August 2022, there was a net decrease in the unemployment rate 
(Yayınlanan, 2022). However, in the coming months, it will be possible to provide fore-
casts about the increasing unemployment rates of Ukrainian refugees.

It is known that between February 2022 and September 2022, inflation increased 
continuously in Poland and this rate was 17.2 in September 2022 (Trading Economics, 
n.d.). Housing prices in Poland increased by 14.0% in the first quarter of 2022 com-
pared to the previous year (Euronews, 2022). Pre-existing economic problems are 
as effective as the effects of Ukrainian immigrants in this increase. However, consid-
ering the housing needs of Ukrainian immigrants, this rate is expected to grow, as in 
the case of Syrian immigrants coming to Turkey. It is also known that in May 2022, 
rents in Poland increased by 13.9% in a Year on Year (YoY). It is thought that espe-
cially with the arrival of winter, the need for shelter will increase even more and this 
rate will move upward depending on economic factors. The Polish currency (zloty) has 
declined in comparison to the previous year due to rising inflation against the euro. 
Considering the effects of COVID-19 and the developing Polish economy, inflation 
may increase further along with the influx of Ukrainian immigrants.

It is clear that for the developing Polish economy, adding the immigration problem 
to the negative effects of the COVID-19 process will impose an extra burden on 
the state budget. As it can be seen from the 2022 report of the World Economic Fo-
rum, this judgment supports the idea that the economic recession in the COVID-19 
process, the restrictions on tourism activities and the decrease in foreign trade will 
adversely affect the finances of developing countries in particular as even developed 
countries have entered recession in many commercial areas. During the World Eco-
nomic Forum, it was also said that the COVID-19 pandemic would result in limiting 
job opportunities for immigrants in the future and 85 million jobs will be damaged by 
2025 (World Economic Forum, 2022). Because of this forecast, many countries have 
taken new measures and developed some radical discourses, especially on immigra-
tion.

At this point, it is worth mentioning that the Aberystwyth School prefers to “reveal 
the politics of security” instead of “taking the problems out of security” (Oancă, 2022, 
p. 11) to deepen the concept of security. This means that security should not be left 
to a political monopoly and draws attention to the discourses of politicians.

It is observed that the vote rates of populist parties increased in EU countries be-
tween 2015 and 2020. Such parties managed to come to power (Oancă, 2022, p. 11). 
Xenophobia, discrimination, marginalisation, and immigration have begun to be seen 
as invaders. The article showed that immigrants are beginning to be viewed as invaders 
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(Oancă, 2022). It also draws attention to the fact that these discourses are frequently 
used in election rallies of political parties, especially in Europe (Bulut & Akın, 2020, 
p. 72). Generally, immigration and anti-immigrant discourses have increased all over 
Europe in recent years, and these issues seem to raise security concerns. This is a re-
sult of the anti-immigrant rhetoric in Europe finding support in the parliaments 
of these countries, especially in the 2000s (Mandacı & Özerim, 2013, p. 106). 

Drawing attention to this perception, the World Economic Forum 2022 Report 
argues that the negative attitudes of states towards cross-border migration, especially 
the ignorance of the future effects of the post-pandemic process, the state of future 
employment trends, and the increasing national interest stances of many countries are 
effective. It also concluded that the economic consequences of the COVID-19 out-
break have encouraged some political leaders to adopt more hostile attitudes toward 
immigration (Global Risk Report, 2022). Many academic studies on asylum-seekers 
and refugees residing in Europe emphasised state policies and steps to deter refugee 
immigration. These political attitudes also produce a positive result in terms of votes 
(Simsek & Icduydu, 2017, p. 13). Despite the growing negative attitude towards immi-
gration, states in Europe are on the rise in parliament. Across Europe, the populist 
(especially those on the ideological right) won a majority of votes in the last legislative 
election, according to an analysis of data from the Pew Research Center’s Parlgov, 
primarily a clearinghouse for international political information (Silver, 2022). 

The Ukrainian conflict has exposed numerous types of racism in which some indi-
viduals think they are inferior because of their skin colour. For starters, journalists, 
political analysts, politicians, and the vast majority of the general public have inferred 
that European Union citizens deserve more dignity and respect than others. A war 
waged in a European country came as a surprise to many journalists, and others said 
that it was not a “third-world country”. Other reporters added they were not in the 
Middle East or Africa and said that Ukrainian migrants were civilized from the middle 
class and deserved to live since they had blond hair and blue eyes like any European 
family (Cénat et al., 2022, p. 1). By making such claims, Westerners minimise violence 
against individuals in other countries. This, once again, demonstrates the importance 
of the Aberystwyth School’s perception of security in terms of revealing the politics 
of security (Cénat et al., 2022, p. 1). 

Evaluation of the Polish refugee crisis within the framework  
of the Aberystwyth School and human security

In the literature, the nexus between migration and security became more promi-
nent in 2001, particularly, in European countries. The impact of the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001, on the securitisation of migration was widely discussed, and it 
is generally agreed that these terrorist attacks gave securitisation actors in the EU an 
opportunity to establish a link between migration and terrorist threats, which in turn 
worsened the image of irregular migrants (Turgay, 2021, p. 11). As human security 
thought advanced, a new sort of transnational morality arose in which distrust of other 
people became a universal moral imperative rather than a question of preserving re-
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gional or national sovereignty (Wagnsson et al., 2010, p. 5). International migration 
threatens national security. State and individual security are thus threatened. It can be 
said that the irregular migration crisis, which is one of the most pending international 
problems, has the power to fundamentally affect countries, regions, and even the in-
ternational system. As a matter of fact, the ongoing wars, conflicts, and instability 
in Syria, Afghanistan, Libya, Ukraine, and many parts of the world are the most obvi-
ous indicators of this (Hatap & Yeltin, 2022, p. 101). 

In the context of migration and security in literature, a trend to link migration and 
crime rates can be noticed. A field study in Turkey has shown that Syrian immigrants 
are thought to increase crime rates (Memiş, 2015, p. 106). Another survey revealed 
that crime rates are both higher and more unsafe (Dogan & Surum, 2020, p. 88). 
In a survey conducted in Europe, 51% of the respondents believe that immigrants in-
crease crime rates (Kocak, 2016, p. 83).

According to a study conducted in North America in 2017, they did not want irreg-
ular immigrants because they separated immigration as regular and irregular and 
thought that irregular immigrants would cause some economic and social problems 
within the country (Bulut & Akın, 2013, pp. 81–82). Immigrants are excluded because 
of their low income, social exclusion, stigma, social and psychological criteria, and 
the uncertainty of their future position as depicted in the European Social Survey con-
ducted in 2012 (Bilan, 2017, p. 71). Immigrants, who are known as invaders, foreigners 
and free-riders, have begun to distance themselves from society. Thus they are in dis-
harmony with society, they are distanced from it (Bulut & Akın, 2013, p. 82). 

The problem of immigration affects society and health security in many ways. Ref-
ugees and asylum-seekers, who often become forced migrants due to push factors, 
have problems in accessing health services, which constitute the basic needs and hu-
man rights (Sen, 2017, p. 187). Children are generally absent from the field of IR and 
security studies (Wagnsson et al., 2010, p. 2) and their safety was not the subject of ex-
tensive research in the literature. In terms of children’s safety, the subject of their 
health is of key importance, also in view of an increased epidemic risk due to a lack 
of vaccinations among certain groups. Population movement and concentration of dis-
placed population in crowded areas at border crossings can increase the risk of mea-
sles, flu, and other diseases transmission in the immigrant community (WHO, 2022). 
Given the high proportion of children in the refugee population, many of them may 
remain susceptible to common diseases and the risk of epidemics is considerable. 

It should be noted that children under the age of 15 living in conflicted countries 
are almost three times more likely to die from diarrheal diseases caused by the lack 
of safe water and hygiene than from violence. However, unsafe food consumption 
poses the greatest risk for children under five years of age. The risk of foodborne and 
waterborne illness in camp-like settings is higher than in refugee populations integrat-
ed into host communities (WHO, 2022). 

The security problem should not only be seen as a problem of the receiving coun-
try, but also of the sending country. In 2018, a study revealed that male and female 
trafficking in a conflict-ridden country (UNODC, 2018a). In addition to these,  
they faced many problems such as survival, education, health and lack of legal rules 
(UNODC, 2018b). What is more, some immigrants are abducted and forced to work 
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in other migration flows, which has a negative impact on individuals from both receiving 
and sending countries (UNODC, 2018b). Finally, the negative attitudes of citizens in  
immigration countries towards immigrants also threaten individual security. 

Evaluation of the Polish refugee crisis within the framework  
of the Aberystwyth School and human security

Preventing potential clashes between Ukrainians and Poles is a major concern. 
A big foreign population influencing the host community’s daily life has the potential 
to provoke conflict. Tensions are easily prevented in the short term due to the unique-
ness of the scenario, but they will undoubtedly occur in the medium and long term. 
Those who rely on public services, in particular, may see their living standards fall 
as a result of the presence of a large number of war refugees who will also be entitled 
to state assistance. A similar situation might emerge in the job market, with potential-
ly disastrous consequences, particularly, at the local level. These dangers must be 
identified, monitored, and managed by well-planned public policies, including public 
awareness campaigns (Duszczyk & Kaczmarczyk, 2022, p. 170). As stated in the 1994 
UNDP Human Development Report, human security is defined as “security against 
chronic threats such as hunger, disease and oppression”, and “protection from sudden 
and hurtful disruptions in daily life patterns”, but such problems are still encountered 
today. (Akyesilmen, 2012, p. 81).

Another critical issue to solve is energy security. Following the Ukraine-Russia 
conflict, European governments’ attitudes and political discourses created a new secu-
rity concern that impacted both states and individuals. It emphasises the fact that 
the security dimension of emerging concerns on the political agenda is sometimes an 
unintended consequence of conventional security challenges. As a result, a rogue state 
might risk a power outage, or a civil war could result in refugee flows that undermine 
European security as well as the assurance of energy supply and control (Ticu, 2021, 
p. 398). British Prime Minister, Liz Truss, in her statement on the Ukraine-Russia war, 
mentioned that a new security problem arose for many European states as a result 
of Russia’s curtailment of energy supply (Russell, 2022), which view is also an expres-
sion of perspective of the Aberystwyth School. 

Genuine security necessitates not just the absence of protection from a military 
threat, but also the management of many threats to governments and people’s econom-
ic and social-political well-being (Tıcu, 2021, p. 397). In the 21st century, an increase 
in idealistic tendencies regarding human rights, law, international cooperation, free 
trade, democratic governments, and social developments aimed at ensuring security and 
eliminating war. It introduced us to different dimensions of security. This might be inter-
preted as a shift from state security to individual security. Although security has always 
been associated with the state and its concerns, this will not always be the case. Aberys-
twyth School is living testimony of this (Mis, 2012, p. 39). In the 7th European Migration 
Form Report, the idea of human security was examined from the perspective of econom-
ic security, food security, health security, environmental security, personal security, com-
munity security, and political security. Under these headings, human security is defined 
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in a broad framework that includes protection from epidemics that threaten the lives 
of individuals, inequality of economic opportunity, forced displacement, environmental 
factors, inability to preserve their culture as a society, and protection from all kinds 
of political pressure, including state oppression (European Economic and Social Com-
mittee, n.d.). It can be said that the existence of these concepts is a result of the changing 
and deepening perception of security. It demonstrates the significance of critical securi-
ty within the context of the Aberystwyth School and the new security concerns men-
tioned above. As a result, attention is directed to the presence of new security challenges 
in addition to the traditional security view. Thus, in addition to the critical security stud-
ies in the literature, new security problems arising from the principles of the Aberystwyth 
School are mentioned. 

Legal processes are applied to facilitate the adaptation of immigrants to the coun-
try they go to. Studies were carried out for the integration of immigrants into society. 
Applications to combat immigrant unemployment. Some of the studies we encounter 
in EU countries are the practices that are an economic burden such as creating camps 
and living spaces before the immigrants arrive at the borders of the country (Kocak, 
2016, pp. 75–88). These practices show that the security relationship between the im-
migrant and the immigrant (individual and state) has deepened and diversified. Thus, 
we met with new security concepts beyond the classical security perception. The emerg-
ing new perception of security constitutes a solid defence for the Aberystwyth School.

Conclusion 

The Aberystwyth School aimed to reconstruct security rather than refer to its nar-
row and exclusionary character. In this sense, the concept of security has been expand-
ed to include a critical attitude toward traditional military security. This school aimed 
to liberate security. It defined emancipation as removing the physical and human 
limitations that prevent individuals and groups from doing what they want to do. 
The elements of insecurity experienced by real people and groups formed the starting 
point of Aberystwyth School. Individuals are its main object of reference, thus ensur-
ing global security through the emancipation of individuals and groups. 

After the Ukraine Crisis, millions of people had to leave the countries due to their 
security concerns. This new situation has brought many security problems such as po-
litical, social, economic, etc., in terms of human security as well as emigration and 
immigration countries. Classical security approaches, which take the state as a refer-
ence object with a more realistic perspective are insufficient to explain such new secu-
rity problems in the international arena. At this point, Aberystwyth School, which is 
based on both human and state security, offers a conceptual and theoretical frame-
work to explain the refugee crisis, which is the migration phenomenon in which hu-
manitarian crises are most painfully experienced in the era of globalisation. In this 
study, the problems experienced by Polish and Ukrainian individuals were analysed 
within the framework of Aberystwyth School’s security perception.

In light of the fact that the latest influx of refugees is bigger than any other migra-
tion flow so far (it is likely to exceed two million people), it should be noted it may 
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cause some difficulties. The Polish people and state are in danger of facing humanitar-
ian crises due to: (i) an increase in rental prices and housing; (ii) the obligation of the 
Polish government to allocate more budgets for the supply of medical care and medi-
cine compared to previous years; (iii) rising cost of living and problems in meeting 
basic needs; (iv) energy consumption increase in the winter months and the energy 
problem as well as (v) discrimination, etc. 

In the context of human security, such problems threaten individual and state secu-
rity. Moreover, the fact that immigrants are unemployed and have low or no income 
in Poland, which will be an economic burden to the state and will increase public 
spending. Immigrants are considered cheap labour which negatively affects the eco-
nomic security of both individuals and states.

The new understanding of “security”, which argues that security is not only about 
the detection and elimination of military threats, upon which the purpose of security 
policy is not only to prevent wars but to ensure the happiness and well-being of people, 
is now on the agenda and has begun to be accepted.
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